


Evolution of the Illawarra Breed

➢ 1840’s - Dairying commenced as an industry in 

the Illawarra region

➢ Breeds included Longhorn Durhams, Shorthorn, 

Red Lincolns, Red Ayrshires & Jerseys

➢ 1860’s – Records & Facts more accurately 

recorded. A standard type of conformation of 

dairy cattle emerged



“Honeycombe”



Evolution of the Illawarra Breed

➢ 1890’s – Breeding programs began revolving 

around Red & Roan Shorthorns & Ayrshire 

bulls

➢ 1899 – A contingent of “Illawarra Cattle”

registered in the Milking Shorthorn Herd Book

➢ 1910 – Another Herd Book “Illawarra Dairy 

Cattle” established





Sunny View Little Princess 30



Evolution of the Illawarra Breed

➢1980’s
➢ Breed name changed to “Illawarra”

➢ Genetic Introductory Register (G.I.R.) 

commenced 



The Illawarra breed today

➢ 1900 annual registrations with Illawarra Cattle 

Society

➢ 4314 cows herd recorded 2016/17

➢ 1/3 of these registered

➢ Estimated population approx. 

16,000 milking cows?









Illawarra Semen Exports

➢ New Zealand

➢ USA

➢ Canada

➢ United Kingdom

➢ Ireland

➢ Netherlands

➢ Latin America

➢ Brazil, Chile etc…



The Future

➢ Maintain production progress

➢ Maintain relevance to the commercial dairy 

producer

➢ Retain traits of “Differentiation”

➢ Longevity, Temperament, Calving Ease…etc

➢Genomics ???


